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Three and 
Four-Year-
Olds 

Understanding the World 

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 

• Know that there are different countries in the work and talk about the differences they have experienced 
or seen in photos. 

Mathematics linked to Geography 

• Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 

• Describe a familiar route. 
• Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Reception Understanding the World 
 • Draw information from a simple map. 

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

• Explore the natural world around them. 
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live 

ELG Understanding the World 
People, Culture and Communities The Natural World 
• Describe their immediate environment using 

knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

• Explain some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps 

• Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in 
the natural world around them, including the seasons. 

Year 1 The Weather Antarctica Seaside  

 
 To know the names of 

different weather types 
 To identify daily weather 

patterns 
 To compare weather in our 

local area to an area in the 
United Kingdom 

 To understand seasonal 
weather in the United 
Kingdom 

To identify hot and cold areas 
in the world using a world map 
 

 To locate the Equator, the 
North Pole and the South Pole 

 To identify the physical 
features of Antarctica using 
photos and maps 

 To understand what life is like 
in Antarctica 

 To compare life in Villa Las 
Estrella to life in London 

 To understand journeys 
people took to the South Pole 

To plan our own expedition to the 
South Pole 

• Locate seaside towns in the 
United Kingdom using your 
atlas. 

• To know the key features of a 
seaside using an aerial photo 

• Identify the Human and 
Physical features of a seaside 

• To identify the key features 
of Leigh-On-Sea using an 
aerial photo 

• To describe our seaside trip 
to Leigh-On-Sea 

• To compare Leigh-On-Sea to 
a seaside in a contrasting 
non-European country 

Year 2 Kenya 
 

The United Kingdom 
 

Oceans and Continents 

 
• To locate Kenya on a 

world map using an 
atlas 

• To understand Kenya’s 
weather and climate 

• To describe Kenya’s 
landscape 

• To locate the four countries 
and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom on a map 

• To name the UK 
surrounding seas 

 To name and locate the seven 
continents 

 To compare the human and 
physical features of different 
continents 
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• To use compass points 
and directional language 
to describe position 

• To identify the Human 
and Physical 
characteristics of our 
school and local area 
using fieldwork 

• To compare Nairobi and 
London 

• To identify the key features 
of the countries of the 
United Kingdom  

• To identify landmarks of the 
United Kingdom using aerial 
photos 

• To use an atlas to locate 
landmarks in the UK  

• To identify the Human and 
Physical features of the 
United Kingdom  

 To understand that different 
areas in the world experience 
different types of weather 

 To name and locate the five 
oceans 

 To explain that different 
animals live in different parts of 
the world 

 To collect data to answer a 
question – Which continent 
would you travel to? 

Year 3 European neighbours  
 

North America 
 

Rainforests 
 

 
 To locate Europe on a 

world map and identify 
key features 

 To use atlases to locate 
and label the countries 
of Europe 

 To identify the capital 
cities of our European 
neighbours using an 
atlas 

 To create a fact file 
about the human and 
physical Geography of a 
European capital 

 To compare the 
geographical features 
of London and 
Reykjavik 

 To use 4 figure grid 
references to identify 
key features of Europe 

• To locate the countries of 
North America using an 
atlas and compass points. 

• To identify and understand 
the diverse physical 
features of North America 
using digital technologies 

• To carry out a case study 
about the features of Death 
Valley in California  

• To know what the climate is 
like in parts of North 
America 

• To understand different 
land uses in North America 

• To use what I have learnt to 
debate where the best 
place is to live in North 
America 

 To use an atlas to locate the 
world’s rainforests. 

 To know the layers of the 
rainforest. 

 To understand how climate 
supports the physical 
geography of a rainforest. 

 To research information 
about the Amazon 
Rainforest. 

 To compare the traditional 
settlement Sherwood Forest 
in the UK to the Amazon 
Rainforest. 

 To discuss why rainforests 
need to be protected. 

 

Year 4 Wonderful Water 
 

Mountains Volcanoes and earthquakes 
 

 
• To recall and locate the 

world’s oceans 
• To understand the 

processes of the Water 
Cycle 

• To explore the Water 
Cycle in action by 
discussing the Ko’olau 
Mountains 

• To investigate how 
water is used 

 To use geographical 
vocabulary to describe and 
explain how mountains are 
formed 

 To recognise the key features 
of a mountain landscape 

 To use digital technologies to 
locate mountain ranges 
around the world 

 To understand the physical 
geography of Scafell Pike 

• To know the features of a 
volcano. 

• To identify where volcanoes 
and earthquakes occur on 
tectonic plate boundaries 
using digital technologies. 

• To know the human and 
physical impacts of 
earthquakes and volcanoes. 

• To use the Richter Scale to 
assess shock proof buildings. 
To consider and debate the 
characteristics of living in an 
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• To use maps to 
understand the 
distribution of water 

• To know how water 
creates sustainable 
energy  

 To understand what it is like to 
live in a mountain range 

 To use fieldwork to form a 
better understanding of 
topography 

earthquake or volcano prone 
area. 

Year 5 South America 
 

Rivers 
 

The UK 
 

 
 To learn about the 

climate zones and lines 
of longitude and 
latitude.  

 To locate continents on 
a map using longitude 
and latitude 
coordinates 

 To locate the countries 
of South America using 
an atlas 

 To find out about the 
climate and time zones 
of South America 

 To understand and 
describe the different 
biomes in South 
America 

 To explore the Human 
Geography of South 
America 

 To compare an area of 
South America with an 
area in the United 
Kingdom 

 

 To describe the key features of 
a river system 

 To locate and find out about 
the key rivers in the world 

 To discover how Human 
Geography can cause river 
pollution  

 To explore how rivers are used 
 To describe the erosion, 

transportation and deposition 
process and the effects they 
have on rivers 

 To understand and explain the 
impact of damming rivers 

 To understand what a county is 
and to locate some of the counties 
on a map of the UK 

 To look at how land ownership in 
the UK has changed by comparing 
maps  

 To research and investigate the 
Physical and Human Geography of 
a coastal town and an urban city in 
the UK 

 To compare Aberystwyth to 
London 

 To analyse an Ordinance Survey 
map of Colindale and explore how 
the land use has changed over 
time 

 To examine at Ordinance Survey 
maps of Lairg in Scotland and 
compare it to an urban area 

Year 6 Economic Activity and Trade 
Links Around the World 
 

Investigating Coasts 
 

Our Local Area 
 

 
 To explain the UK’s trade 

links with other countries 
 To identify countries we 

import from and export to 
using an atlas. 

 To explore trade links 
between El Salvador and 
the UK 

 To explain the importance 
of Fair Trade. 

 To understand the Global 
supply chain. 

 To identify the human and 
physical features of a coast using 
aerial photos 

 To explain erosion, 
transportation and deposition 
and the effects they have on 
coasts 

 To understand how coastal 
features are formed and why 
coasts are always changing 

 To understand different ways we 
can protect our coastlines 

 To create a sketch map of our 
local area using symbols. 

 To use an Ordinance Survey 
map and eight-point  
compass to identify key 
features of our local area. 

 To understand what type of 
settlement Hendon is 

 To use fieldwork to observe a 
different settlement 
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 To compare how supply 
chains have changed over 
time 

 To use digital mapping to identify 
coasts in the UK 

 To explore the Holderness Coast 
as a case study example of 
managing a vulnerable coastline   

 To compare Hendon to an 
alternative settlement in the 
UK.   


