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At Sunnyfields, we believe that every child is a unique
individual with distinct needs and limitless potential. We
see it as our mission to facilitate their progress and remove
any barriers to learning. Our small, close-knit school is like
a family, where warmth and kindness are at the heart of
everything we do. We are dedicated to creating a nurturing
and stimulating learning environment that sparks each
child’s curiosity, confidence, and potential, regardless of
their background, circumstances, or needs. We take
immense pride in being a small school that is achieving big
things. Our dedicated staff are passionate about ensuring
that every child feels valued and understood. We set high
expectations for ourselves and our students, always striving
to deliver the best in all that we do. At Sunnyfields, learning
is not just about academics; we take a holistic approach,
ensuring that we develop the whole child to build a
foundation for lifelong success. We craft engaging and
diverse learning experiences, both indoors and outdoors,
because we know children learn best when they are having
fun. Children in the Early Years at Sunnyfields develop and
foster a positive attitude towards their schooling. Here,
every day is a new opportunity to grow, explore, and shine.



Summer 2Summer 1Spring 2Spring 1Autumn 2Autumn 1

Ticket to ride! Minibeasts 
& Growth 

A Dino-Mite 
Adventure! 

ALL ABOUT ANIMALS!  Traditional Tales! All About me& My 
Family!

General Themes 

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate 
in their own play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their 
learning 
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own 
achievements. For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, 
accept challenges and learn persistence.
Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think 
flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and 
parents/carers. This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. Children and practitioners are NOT alone –
embrace each community. 
Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are 
established and where adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their 
learning over time. 
Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates (not in different ways as it stated 2017). We 
must be aware of children who need greater support than others. 

Over Arching 
Principles 
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Ticket to ride! Minibeasts 

& Growth
A Dino-Mite 
Adventure! 

ALL ABOUT ANIMALS!  Traditional Tales! All About me& My 
Family!

General Themes 

The Naughty Bus  
Lost and Found 

The Way Back Home

 Whatever Next!
Oi! Get off my train! 
Mr. Gumpy’s Outing 
The Way back Home  
Bob, The Man on the 

Moon  
The Snail and the Whale 

Beegu  

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

The Very Busy Spider  
Superworm 

Oliver’s Vegetables  
One Plastic Bag  

Tree, Seasons come and 
seasons go 

A stroll through the 
seasons 

Harry and the bucketful of 
dinosaurs 

Dinosaurs love underpants 
Dinosaur Roar! 

 
How Do Dinosaurs Go to 

Sleep? 
Dinosaur Dance 

 
Easter story 

Dear Zoo 
The Tiger who came to tea  

Rumble in the Jungle 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

what can you see? 
Elmer 

The selfish crocodile  
Polar Bear, Polar Bear, what 

do you hear? 
The Rainbow Fish

The 3 Little Pigs & The Big, 
Bad Wolf  
Goldilocks  

The 3 Billy goats gruff 
The Gingerbread Man 

 
The Ugly Duckling  

Christmas Story / NaƟvity  
Rama and Sita 

 

Owl Babies  
The Smartest Giant  
The Colour Monster 

Stick Man  
 

Once there were Giants  
The Rainbow Fish  

Funny Bones  
The Big Book of Families  

Pete the Cat  

Core Texts
Other Books we Enjoy 

Zoom Zoom
The Wheels on the Bus

Row Row Row your Boat
5 Little Men in a flying 

saucer

5 Little Speckled Frogs
The ants go marching

Little Miss Muffet
The Grand Old Duke of 

York

Rolly Polly
Wind the Bobbin up 
10 Little Dinosaurs
Rain, rain go away

Five Little Monkeys
A Fish Alive

Hickory, Dickory Dock
Hop Little Bunnies

Five little Ducks, 
Goldilocks song

Old Mac Donald Had a Farm
Bah Bah Black Sheep

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, 
Humpty Dumpty, 
Incy Wincy Spider 

Miss Polly had a dolly
Head, Shoulders, Knees & 

Toes

Songs and 
Rhymes 

Airport – role play area
Bus station – role play area

Make spaceships
Celebrating Eid

Road safety
Heathy Eating Week 

World Environment Day 
Ice Cream parlour – role 

play area
Art Exhibition

Looking after caterpillars
Planting seeds

Mini Beast hunt
Post a letter

Food tasting – different 
cultures  

Map work  - Find the 
Treasure 

Start of Eid
Let’s fly - Role play and 

Green Screen

Walk to the park / Picnic 
Easter time 

Weather experiments 
Weather Forecast videos 
Nature Scavenger Hunt
Vincent Van Gogh Study

Mother’s Day 
Science Week 

Rain cloud experiment
Rainbow experiment

Easter Egg Hunt 
Start of Ramadan

Zoo Lab visit 
Chinese New Year 
Story Telling Week 

Random Acts of Kindness 
Week 

Valentine’s Day
Internet Safety Day 

Animal Art week
Let’s go on Safari - An 

animal a day!

Guy Fawkes / Bonfire Night 
Christmas Time  / Nativity 

Diwali 
Hannukah 

Black History Month
Remembrance day 

Road Safety 
Stories by the Fireside 

World Space Week 
Children in Need

Anti- Bullying Week 

Autumn Trail 
Nurse / Firefighter visit 

Harvest Time 
Birthdays

Favourite Songs 
Talent show 

Roald Dahl Day 
Halloween 

What do I want to be when I 
grow up? Video for parents. 

Possible ‘Wow’ 
moments / 

Enrichment Weeks 
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Ticket to ride! Minibeasts & Growth A Dino-Mite Adventure! ALL ABOUT ANIMALS!  Traditional Tales! All About me& My 

Family!
General Themes

• Sing a large repertoire of songs.
• Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, 

and be able to tell a long story. 
• Be able to express a point of view and to debate when 

they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as 
well as actions. 

• Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue 
it for many turns. 

• Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think 
the caterpillar got so fat?”

• Develop their pronunciation but may have problems 
saying: 

• some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh
• multi-syllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ 

or ‘hippopotamus’. 
• Use longer sentences of four to six words.
• Use a wider range of vocabulary eg hedgehog, conkers. 

Acorn, autumn, words about the weather.
• Understand a question or instruction that has 2 parts 

such as ,’ get your coat and wait at the door.’
• Obs checkpoint
• Around the age of 4, is the child using sentences of four 

to six words – “I want to play with cars” or “What’s that 
thing called?”? 

• Can the child use sentences joined up with words like 
‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’? For example: “I like ice cream 
because it makes my tongue shiver”. 

• Is the child using the future and past tense: “I am going 
to the park” and “I went to the shop”? 

• Can the child answer simple ‘why’ questions?

• Enjoy listening to longer stories and remember 
much of what happens.

• Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, 
which can be difficult.

• Use talk to organise themselves eg “Let’s go on 
a bus” or “I am drawing this…”I feel happy”.

• Develop their communication but may 
continue to have problems with irregular 
tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, 
‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’. 

• Obs checkpoint
• Around the age of 3, can the child shift from 

one task to another if you fully obtain their 
attention, for example, by using their name? 

Prime Area
Communication 

and language

Development 
Matters' 
Guidance

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Be helped to join in with refrains and learn some verses 

by heart using call and response. 
• Take part in activities based on core books so they can 

practise the vocabulary and language from the book/ will 
support their creative play e.g. We’re going on a bear 
hunt’ can lead to children creating their own ‘hunts’.

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Use colourful semantics question prompts such as 

where, what, who and Talk Boost resources to develop 
understanding of story language.

• Follow instructions to make something healthy to eat 
and enjoy.

• Be given the opportunity to investigate lots of 
interesting things to give them first-hand experience to 
enable understanding such as having caterpillars to 
look after. This will encourage them to ask questions. 

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Use their words to talk about something special 

to them.
• Have quality books are displayed in book 

corner. 
• Enjoy daily story time and book sharing during 

sessions.
• Be supported by adults to switch their 

attention from what they are doing to listen 
attentively. 



• Be challenged to develop their thinking through 
open ended questioning. 

• Be encouraged to take part in sustained shared 
thinking to solve problems/challenges they come 
across in the environment.

• Have their words recast for them rather than corrected. (‘I 
swimmed’. For example: “How lovely that you swam in 
the sea on holiday”. )

• Have the word pronounced correctly by adults so they 
hear the correct model. 

• Have their phrases expanded by an adult as well as 
adding in new ideas. (“going out shop”, reply: “Yes, Tom is 
going to the shop”. “I wonder if he will go on the train?” 

• Have their vocabulary extended -
- by hearing new words including unfamiliar words linked to 

stories they hear/books they hear e.g. The Gruffalo –
stroll, wart.

- By adults modelling language when in continuous 
provision.

- by carefully selected new vocabulary which is chosen 
based on teacher assessment e.g. post-office role play –
letter, send, post, parcel, collection, delivery, address.

- by ensuring they experience a language rich environment 
which enables quality interactions.

• E.g. sing ‘ hands on top, that means stop.’
• Use props and actions to add interest eg. The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar. 
• Use visual symbols to support understanding of 

sequential routines eg. Daily timetable, baking 
activity. 

• Use ‘real’ resources such as bringing in objects, 
pictures and photographs to talk about, for 
example vegetables to taste, smell and feel. 

• Use natural objects for counting in maths.
• Take part in productions to develop confidence.
• Use the wider school environment e.g. the 

Ecology Garden to support them in developing 
their language.

• Develop the spoken word such as choosing fruit 
by using their words or explaining their needs in 
more than one word. (Adults model the phrase the 
children can use.)

• Hear adults model words and phrases that children 
could use in the future to express how they are 
feeling e.g. ‘You look sad/upset. It is probably 
because you took Tim’s toy.’

• ‘How can you go from being upset (blue zone) into 
being happy? (green zone’)

We intend for our nursery children to develop their ability to listen and respond to others in small group and one-to-one situations. They should begin to concentrate for short
periods when an adult is speaking and show understanding by responding with simple comments or gestures. We want them to start asking simple questions and expressing
their needs, feelings, and preferences with increasing confidence. They should be encouraged to use new words they hear in stories and conversations, beginning to form simple
sentences to talk about their experiences. These early communication skills will help them as they progress towards Reception.

What we hope children 
will achieve by the end 
of Nursery, and how it 

prepares them for 
Reception
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• Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries.
• Remember rules without needing an adult to remind 

them.

Obs checkpoint
Around the age of 4 Does the child play alongside others 
or do they always want to play alone? 
Does the child take part in pretend play (for example, 
being ‘mummy’ or ‘daddy’?) 
Does the child take part in other pretend play with 
different roles – being the Gruffalo, for example? Can the 
child generally negotiate solutions to conflicts in their 
play? 

• Show more confidence in new social situations.
• Understand gradually how others might be feeling.
• Talk with others to solve conflicts.
• Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, 

‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.
• Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.

• Increasingly follow rules, understanding why 
they are important.

• Select and use activities and resources with 
help when needed.

• Develop their sense of responsibility and 
membership of a community. 

• Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people 
in the safe context of their setting.

• Play with one or more children, extending and 
elaborating ideas.

• Be increasingly independent in meeting their 
own needs.

• Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity 
and toothbrushing.

Obs CP
Around the age of 3 Can the child sometimes 
manage to share or take turns with others, with 
adult guidance and understanding ‘yours’ and 
‘mine’? 
Can the child settle to some activities for a while? 
(Note: watch out for children who seem worried, 
sad or angry for much of the time, children who 
seem to flit from one thing to the next or children 
who seem to stay for over-long periods doing the 
same thing, and become distressed if they are 
encouraged to do something different. (Work 
closely with parents and other agencies to find out 
more about these developmental difficulties.)

Prime Area
Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development  

Development 
Matters Guidance

At Sunnyfields, children will:

• Explain to children and model how to travel safely in 
their local environment, including: staying on the 
pavement, holding hands and crossing the road when 
walking, stopping quickly when scootering and 
cycling, and being sensitive to other pedestrians. 

At Sunnyfields, children will:

• Use a range of resources inside and outdoor 
such as light hammers, plastic golf tees and 
playdough. As their independence develops, 
increase the range and challenge of resources 



• Take children out on short walks around the 
neighbourhood. When ready, visit the farm and the 
park/the local church.

• Work collaboratively to create an obstacle course and 
adapt their design.

• Use books read to them/pretend play to explore 
different points of view and how others might be feeling.

• such as short-handled hammers, nails with      
large heads and soft blocks of wood. 
(Sewing/weaving)

• Help to collect milk cartons and fruit for the 
snack table. Tidy up after themselves.

• Children will say please and thank you at 
snack time.

• Use the Zones of Regulation to support them 
with their emotional development. (Develop 
social skills and learn how to manage their 
feelings.)

• Discuss the rules of the Nursery and be 
shown the visual display to remind them.

• Learn about the importance of eating 
healthily, brushing their teeth and washing 
their hands before eating/after the toilet. The 
books called Max’s Marvellous Sandwich, 
Jasper’s Beanstalk, Avocado Baby are used to 
support their learning.

• Listen to visitors talk about their different 
roles e.g. school nurse, dentist.

We aim for our nursery children to begin recognising and expressing their own feelings, as well as noticing the emotions of others with adult support. They will 
start developing strategies to manage their emotions with guidance, such as using words to express frustration or seeking comfort when upset. Children will 
learn the basics of patience, such as waiting for their turn in simple activities like sharing toys or joining group routines. They will also be encouraged to listen 
to adults and begin following simple instructions. As they grow, we intend for them to start building resilience by trying again when something is difficult and 
developing confidence in new situations. We support children in forming positive relationships with both adults and peers, learning to share, take turns and 
show kindness towards others. Through gentle encouragement and modelling, we help them develop empathy, respect and the foundations of social 
understanding that will prepare them for Reception.

What we hope children 
will achieve by the end 
of Nursery, and how it 

prepares them for 
Reception
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• Show a preference for a dominant 

hand.
• Use a comfortable grip with good 

control when holding pens and 
pencils. 

• Match their developing skills to tasks and activities in the 
setting, eg crawl, walk or run across a plank depending on size.

• Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like 
musical statues.

• Increasingly be able to use and remember sequences and 
patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm.

• Choose the right resources to carry out their own plan. For 
example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug 
with a trowel. 

• Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving 
a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks. 

• Continue to develop their movement, balancing and riding, 
and ball skills.

• Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using 
alternate feet.

• Use large muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, 
paint and make marks.

• Use one handed tools and equipment eg snips with scissors.
• Start taking part in some group activities which they make 

up for themselves, or in teams.
• Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and 

undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 

Fine and 
Gross Motor  

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Be encouraged to pick up small objects 

such as bits of chalk or small stones to 
make marks with.

• Be able to use one-handed tools such 
as scissors to snip paper.

• Be encouraged to pick up small objects 
such as bits of chalk or small stones to 
make marks with.

• Be able to use one-handed tools such 
as scissors to snip paper.

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Hear new vocabulary related to movement such as ways in which 

to move (gallop, slither, skip) and instructions. (follow, lead)
• Have the opportunity to play outdoors in the school grounds, on 

the astro and in the Ecology Garden.
• Be able to use tools safely and have an understanding of the 

rules for using them.
• Have opportunities for progression of fine motor skills eg. snack 

preparation, mark making, cutting etc.
• Use a variety of gardening tools – the children have a digging 

area in the outdoor provision.

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Paint, chalk or make marks with water on large vertical 

surfaces. This will include walls, easels, fences and cling film 
wrapped between two posts. 

• Have access to large play equipment outdoors and use 
modelled activities to develop strength and gross motor 
development eg. sweeping, large scale drawing/painting, 
throwing and catching, to climb steps, return walk from the 
Ecology Garden. 

• Be encouraged to be independent at snack time eg. putting 
the straw in their own drink.

• Be supported to communicate their physical needs eg. hunger, 
thirst, tiredness.

• Have the opportunity through the year of activities that 
promote progression of fine motor skills and development eg.
duplo then lego. 

• Be supported to be independent with dressing skills eg. Coats 
and wellies by developing a ‘can do’ attitude by praising effort 
as well as success eg. fastening own coat.

At Sunnyfields, we aim for our nursery children to develop confidence in moving safely within their environment, beginning to navigate space and obstacles with growing awareness of 
themselves and others. They will explore different ways of moving, such as running, jumping, climbing, and balancing, as they build strength, coordination, and control.We encourage children 
to develop their fine motor skills through playful activities like mark-making, threading, and using simple tools such as chunky crayons, large paintbrushes, and child-friendly scissors. They will 
begin to show increasing control and coordination in their hands and fingers, laying the foundation for future skills like drawing and early writing. These early physical skills support their 
independence and readiness for Reception.

What we hope 
children will achieve 

by the end of Nursery, 
and how it prepares 
them for Reception
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Fun at the seaside!  Ticket to Ride!Come Outside! Amazing Animals! Traditional Tales!All About me!General Themes 

• Continue to develop their phonological awareness, 
so that they can:  recognise words with the same 
initial sound, such as money and mother  

•  Engage in extended conversations about stories, 
learning new vocabulary.  

•  Use some of their print and letter knowledge in 
their early writing. For example: writing a pretend 
shopping list that starts at the top of the page; 
writing ‘m’ for mummy.  

•  Write some letters accurately. 

Continue to develop their phonological awareness, so 
that they can:  
•spot and suggest rhymes  
•count or clap syllables in a word  
•recognise words with the same initial sound, such as 
money and mother  
 
Write some or all of their name. 

 

Understand the five key concepts about print:  
•print has meaning  
•print can have different purposes  
•we read English text from left to right and from top to 
bottom  
•the names of the different parts of a book  
•page sequencing 
 
Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:  
•spot and suggest rhymes  
•count or clap syllables in a word  

Specific Area
Literacy

Development 
Matters 

Guidance

• Have familiar and good-quality books sent home for 
parents to read aloud and talk about with their 
children. 

• Listen to more complex stories so they learn a wider 
range of vocabulary.

• Make up a silly rhyme.
• Group reading begins when children are ready to 

participate in the activity. 
• Have the correct tripod pencil grip modelled. 
• Have the correct letter formation promoted and 

modelled.
• Write their name.
• Use magnet letters to spell a word ending like ‘at’. 

Encourage children to put other letters in front to 
create rhyming words like ‘hat’ and ‘cat’. 

• Practise reading their name cards for self-registration.
• Have more complex stories  read to them so they 

learn a wider range of vocabulary. Examples include: 
‘caterpillar’, ‘enormous’, ‘forest’, ‘roar’ and 
‘invitation’

• Hear traditional and contemporary poems and 
rhymes read aloud. 

• Have the reading of a book modelled to them –use of 
capital letters and full stops, spaces between words, 
some words are short and some are long.

• Have familiar and good-quality books sent home for 
parents to read aloud and talk about with their 
children. 

• Write their name.
• Have the directionality for writing activities modelled 

eg left to right. 
• Have the correct tripod pencil grip modelled. 
• Have the correct letter formation promoted and 

modelled.
• Deliberately miss out a word in a rhyme, so the 

children have to fill it in: “Run, run, as fast as you can, 
you can’t catch me I’m the gingerbread —.” 

• Have picture books shown to them every day such as 
children having a daily story time and books as a focus 
for the theme that week.

• Have the reading of a book modelled to them – turning 
one page at a time, read left to right, top to bottom, use 
of capital letters and full stops.

• Books with just pictures and no words are used to 
encourage conversations and develop new vocabulary. 

• Use small world play linked to favourite books.
• Have books shared outside such as on a picnic rug or in 

small tents. 
• Sing/say rhymes together, clapping/counting the 

syllables.
• Listen for changes to rhymes and songs, like a change in a 

word so that there is still a rhyme, for example: “Twinkle, 
twinkle yellow car” 

• Have familiar and good-quality books sent home for 
parents to read aloud and talk about with their children. 

• Have their parents shown how to share stories with 
them. 

• The use of ipads to use story apps to tell stories. 



Be given activities in the inside and outdoor areas – they will 
Include large-muscle co-ordination: whole body, leg, arm and 
foot. (Climbing, swinging, messy play and parachute games.) 
(Using scissors, learning to sew, eating with cutlery, using small 
brushes for painting and pencils for drawing.)
Know the language of direction (‘up’, ‘down’, ‘round’, ‘back’, etc). 

• The children’s interests are recognised and used to promote 
opportunities for writing e.g. shopping lists, menus. They will 
also be given the purpose of writing eg. name on own work.

• Be given activities in the inside and outdoor areas to develop 
gross and fine motor skills – they will Include large-muscle co-
ordination: whole body, leg, arm and foot. (Climbing, swinging, 
messy play and parachute games.) (Using scissors, learning to 
sew, eating with cutlery, using small brushes for painting and 
pencils for drawing.)

Embed Aspects 1-7Aspect 5: Alliteration (Voice Sounds)
• Making silly sentences with the same initial sound
• Playing initial sound games (e.g., "I spy something 

beginning with...")
• Emphasising initial sounds in words
• Developing awareness of beginning sounds in 

spoken language
Aspect 6: Voice Sounds

• Exploring different vocal sounds (whispering, 
humming, growling)

• Using voices to make sound effects
• Copying voice patterns
• Emphasising mouth movements and articulation

Aspect 7: Oral Blending and Segmenting
• Blending sounds together (e.g., "c-a-t" → "cat")
• Segmenting words into individual sounds (e.g., "dog" 

→ "d-o-g")
• Playing segmenting and blending games (e.g., 

"Simon Says" with segmented instructions)
• Preparing for Phase 2 phonics by enhancing oral 

blending skills
Embed Aspects 1-4

Aspect 1: General Sound Discrimination – Environmental Sounds 
• Listening walks (tuning into sounds)
• Identifying and describing sounds (e.g., keys jangling, water 

dripping)
• Sound lotto games
• Exploring sound makers (shakers, rain sticks)
Aspect 2: Instrumental Sounds 
• Exploring musical instruments
• Identifying and differentiating instrumental sounds
• Playing simple rhythm patterns
• Listening to and replicating sounds
• Introducing loud/quiet, fast/slow contrast
Aspect 3: Body Percussion
• Clapping, tapping, stamping, clicking
• Developing awareness of rhythm and beat
• Call-and-response games
• Performing simple patterns using body percussion
Aspect 4: Rhythm and Rhyme

• Exploring rhyming words (through songs, stories, and 
poems)

• Matching rhyming pairs
• Playing with alliteration (e.g., "silly sausages")
• Recognising and continuing a rhyming string

Phonics

By the end of Nursery, we hope our children will have developed a love of stories, books and early mark-making, laying the foundations for confident reading and writing.
They will be able to listen to and join in with familiar stories, rhymes and songs, showing some awareness of rhythm and rhyme. They will engage in conversations about
books and talk about key events and characters. In early writing, children will experiment with mark making, giving meaning to their marks and developing control over
writing tools. Through phonics, children will be ready to start their reading journey in Reception.

What we hope 
children will 

achieve by the end 
of Nursery, and 
how it prepares 

them for Reception
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• Know that the last number reached when 

counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’). 

• Solve real world mathematical problems with 
numbers up to 5. 

• Show finger numbers up to 5. 
• Recite numbers past five.
• Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or 

fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’ 
• Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, 

stick, leaf. 
• Notice and correct an error in a repeating 

pattern. 

• Compare quantities using language: ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. 

• Say one number for each item in order: 1 2 3 4 
5

• Link numerals and amounts: for example, 
showing the right number of objects to match 
the numeral, up to 5. 

• Experiment with their own symbols and marks 
as well as numerals. 

• Talk about and explore 3D (for example, 
cuboids) using informal and mathematical 
language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, 
‘round’. 

• Combine shapes to make new ones – an arch, 
a bigger triangle, etc. 

• Describe a familiar route. 
• Discuss routes and locations, using words like 

‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

• Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects        
(subitising). 

• Talk about and explore 2D (for example, 
circles, rectangles, triangles) using informal 
and mathematical language: 

• ‘sides’, ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 
• Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for 

building, a triangular prism for a roof, etc. 
• Understand position through words alone – for 

example, “The bag is under the table,” – with 
no pointing. 

• Make comparisons between objects relating to 
size, length, weight and capacity. 

• Talk about and identify the patterns around 
them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs 
on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language 
like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’, etc. 

Specific Area
Maths

Development 
Matters 

Guidance

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Be shown different ways to represent numbers 

to support subitising  up to 5 eg fingers, dice, 
tally.

• Use dice games to support identification of 
numerical patterns. 

• Regularly say the counting sequence, in a 
variety of playful contexts, inside and 
outdoors, forwards and backwards, sometimes 
going to high numbers. For example: hide and 
seek, rocket-launch countdowns. 

• Count things and then repeat the last number. 
For example: “1, 2, 3 – 3 cars”. 

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Be given opportunities for recording and 

representing quantity eg tally charts, numerals. 
(Use clip boards, 

• Use baking for counting eg how many eggs, 
spoonfuls bun cases.

• Use manipulatives to support counting with 
1:1 correspondence up to five.

• Use natural objects used for counting i.e. logs 
and rings.

•

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Jump on the stepping stones, counting as they 

step.
• Use pictures/symbols to develop matching 

skills and understanding of same and different 
eg coat tags, badges, pencil pots, crate of 
trucks.

• Develop understanding of counting for a 
purpose eg library time, registration.

• Have the opportunity to experience and 
understand the oneness of one eg hold a 
friend’s hand when walking to music.



• Develop an awareness of pattern within nature and 
the environment using the school grounds and the 
Ecology Gardens eg petals, seeds.

• Read stories that involve counting such as The 
Hungry Caterpillar, Handa’s hens.

• Follow and invent movement and music patterns, 
such as clap, clap, stamp. 

• Talk about patterns of events, in cooking, 
gardening, sewing or getting dressed -

• ‘First’, ‘then’, ‘after’, ‘before’ 
• “Every day we…” 
• “Every evening we…” 
• Talk about the sequence of events in stories. 
• Use vocabulary like ‘morning’, ‘afternoon’, 

‘evening’ and ‘night-time’, ‘earlier’, ‘later’, ‘too 
late’, ‘too soon’, ‘in a minute’. 

• Countdown to forthcoming events on the calendar 
in terms of number of days. 

• Refer to the days of the week, and the day before 
or day after, ‘yesterday’ and ‘tomorrow’. 

• Be shown different ways to represent numbers to 
support subitising eg fingers, dice, tally.

• Label wellies with numicon to support recognition of 
numerical patterns. 

• Sing counting songs, say number rhymes such as  
ten snowmen, 10 in a bed, 10 fat sausages.

• Use a trip around the grounds/park/school to recall 
their route.

• Build an obstacle course and describe their route 
through it/ give directions to each other.

• Be provided with shapes that combine to make 
other shapes, such as pattern blocks and interlocking 
shapes. They will be encouraged to talk about their 
design. 

• Occasionally suggest challenges, so that children 
build increasingly more complex constructions. 

• Be asked at ‘tidy up’ time to name and describe the 
shapes as they are put away.

• See numerals  represented throughout the learning 
environment eg scooter track, wellie rack.

• Sing counting songs, say number rhymes such as 5 
little speckled frogs, 5 little ducks.

• Play freely with blocks, shapes, shape puzzles and 
shape-sorters. Adults will use questions like “What is 
the same and what is different?” Encourage use of 
‘pointy’ or ‘curvy’. 

• Talk about shapes : “We need a piece with a straight 
edge.” 

• Use the language of position – brush the leaves off, 
sweep the rain off the path, put the bear under the 
duvet.

• Be asked questions to develop their understanding of 
differences in size, length, weight and capacity –
Which ribbon is longer? What happens when you pull 
the playdough? Make a bigger circle.

• Be provided with a variety of construction resources 
such as blocks, interlocking bricks, material, sticks so 
they can play both indoors and outdoors. Discuss 
their construction/den with an adult.

• Be given resources to play with and make patterns 
such as natural and everyday objects. Can they spot a 
mistake?

• Have fabrics in the classroom which include patterns 
from different cultures.

By the end of Nursery at Sunnyfields, we aim for our children to fluently recite numbers beyond 5 and begin to recognise the number patterns within this range. 
Children will confidently compare and explore quantities up to 5 in various contexts, understanding when one amount is greater than, less than or equal to 
another. Children will explore comparing small quantities up to 5, such as identifying which group of objects has more or less, and begin to understand the 
concepts of "more" and "less.“ Through play and hands-on activities, they will start to develop an understanding of numbers up to 5, including recognising 
simple number patterns and begin to explore early concepts of number bonds (e.g., 2 + 3 = 5). They will enjoy using objects like blocks, toys, and drawings to 
represent and explore numbers in a fun and meaningful way, building a strong foundation for their future mathematical learning.

What we hope 
children will achieve 

by the end of Nursery, 
and how it prepares 
them for Reception.



Summer 2Summer 1Spring 2Spring 1Autumn 2Autumn 1

Ticket to ride! Minibeasts 
& GrowthA Dino-Mite Adventure! ALL ABOUT ANIMALS!  Traditional Tales!All About me& My Family!General Themes 

• Continue developing positive attitudes about the 
differences between people. 

• Know that there are different countries in the world 
and talk about the differences they have experienced 
or seen in photos. 

• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant 

and an animal. 
• Understand the need to respect and care for the 

natural environment and all living things.
• Talk about the differences between materials and 

changes they notice. 

• Show interest in different occupations. 
• Explore how things work. 
• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant 

and an animal. 
• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for 

the natural environment and all living things. 
• (Natural world)

• Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s 
history. 

• Use all their senses in hands on exploration of natural 
objects.

• Explore collections of materials with similar and/or 
different properties. 

• Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel.
• Develop positive attitudes about the differences 

between people.
• (People/communities)
• (Past/present)

Specific Area
Understanding 

the World

Development 
Matters 

Guidance

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Be taught aspects of road safety.
• Take part in activities planting seeds and bulbs so they 

can observe growth over time.
• Look after caterpillars and watch them transform into 

butterflies. Extend and Introduce appropriate 
vocabulary eg chrysalis.

• Experience the wider environment outside their local 
area eg farm visit and introduce and develop 
understanding of new vocabulary through visit, life 
cycles.

• Develop their self- confidence to enable them to 
manage transition by visiting the Reception classroom 
for smooth transition and using the hall.

• Have opportunities to change materials from one state 
to another e.g. cooking – combining different 
ingredients, and then cooling or heating (cooking) 
them, melting – leave ice cubes out in the sun, see 
what happens when you shake salt onto them. 

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Use the learning environment to support and develop 

their own experiences eg hairdressers, shops, DR’s, 
opticians, dentist, post office.

• Meet people from a range of occupations e.g. nurse, 
dentist, fireman. Be introduced to vocabulary related 
to the occupations.

• Be introduced to vocabulary associated with the local 
environment eg. pond, frog spawn, bus stop, lamp 
post, zebra crossing, park.

• Develop an awareness of where they live by 
investigating google maps, sending letters. 

• Investigate and collect living things from the Ecology 
Garden.

• Visit the school pond to experience growth and caring 
for living things eg. Tadpoles, frogs, pond plants.

• Care for living things eg bird feeding.
• Use a variety of equipment to find out more eg.

magnifying glass.

At Sunnyfields, children will:
• Take part in group activities valuing what they know, 

can do and share eg show and tell 
• Value theirs and others’ life experiences to support 

understanding and valuing of difference e.g. during Eid 
the children will share their experience of Eid and the 
celebration at the end (Spring term)

• Beginning of the year all about me to promote learning 
and working together.

• Use books to support and extend understanding of 
difference such as the Elmer books.

• Take part in Christmas concert performances.
• Create their own recipe in the mud kitchen.
• Develop their self- confidence to enable them to 

manage transition, new experiences and places such as 
trips to the farm and park, going to the music room.



• Have access to resources that reflect the 
diversity of life in modern Britain. 

• Discuss similarities and differences between 
different families and communities. 

• Celebrate and value cultural, religious and 
community events and experiences. 

• Have books and displays about their families 
around the world, or holidays they have been 
on. They will talk about each other’s families 
and ask questions. 

• Talk about similarities and differences with 
other countries with support from an adult 
using props, puppets, dolls and books.. 

• Observe the bug house in the outdoor 
provision.

• Experience and understand seasonality first 
hand through visits to the Ecology Garden and 
the school grounds.

• Introduce and model use of seasonal vocabulary 
eg winter, snow, frost ice ,chilly, freezing. 

• Use non- fiction books, wildflower posters to 
identify things in the natural environment

• Be introduced to technology to find out more eg.
Google.

• Use technology e.g. laptops, a camera to take 
photographs of items of interest and share with each 
other.

• Investigate and talk about collections of natural materials 
e.g. contrasting pieces of bark, different types of leaves 
and seeds, different types of rocks, different shells and 
pebbles from the beach. 

• Use events that happen to support them to recall and 
remember the past eg. new children settling in, what I 
could do as a baby and what I can do now, past holidays.

• Be encouraged to discuss weekend events at the start of 
each nursery week.

• Build on children’s experiences of new babies, younger 
or older siblings to support understanding of change over 
time. 

• Use i-pads to look back at photographs to compare with 
now.

• Use stories and non- fiction books to reinforce 
understanding of change over time 

• Observe forces around them e.g. how the water pushes 
up when they try to push a plastic boat under it, how they 
can stretch elastic, snap a twig, but cannot bend a metal 
rod, magnetic attraction and repulsion. 

• Use mechanical equipment to play with and investigate 
e.g. wind-up toys, pulleys, sets of cogs with pegs and 
boards. 

• Explore how different materials sink and float. 
• Explore how you can shine light through some materials, 

but not others. Investigate shadows. 

By the end of Nursery at Sunnyfields, we hope our children develop curiosity about the world around them. They will begin to notice and talk about people in their families and 
communities, recognising different roles. Through play and stories, they will explore simple similarities and differences between themselves and others, fostering a sense of belonging. 
Children will start to understand the past by discussing personal experiences and changes over time. They will explore different environments through books and activities, noticing how 
places and cultures vary. Observing nature, they will begin to recognise seasonal changes and simple processes like melting or growth, building a foundation for future learning.

What we hope 
children will 

achieve by the 
end of Nursery, 

and how it 
prepares them 
for Reception



Nursery Long Term Plan 24 -25
Summer 2Summer 1Spring 2Spring 1Autumn 2Autumn 1

Ticket to ride! Minibeasts & GrowthA Dino-Mite Adventure!ALL ABOUT ANIMALS!  Traditional Tales!All About me& My 
Family!

General Themes 

• Begin to develop complex stories using small 
world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls 
houses, etc. 

• Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ 
with blocks and construction kits, such as a city 
with different buildings and a park. 

• Show different emotions in their drawings and 
paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

• Create their own songs or improvise a song 
around one they know.

• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such 
as representing a face with a circle and including 
details. 

• Sing the pitch of a tune sung by another person 
(‘pitch match’). 

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as 
up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 

• Play instruments with increasing control to 
express their feelings and ideas. 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

• Take part in simple pretend play, using an object 
to represent something else even though they are 
not similar. 

• Explore different materials freely and develop 
ideas about how to use them.

• Develop their own ideas and then decide which 
materials to use to express them. 

• Join different materials and explore different 
textures. 

• Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or 
loud noises. 

• Explore colour and colour mixing. 
• Respond to what they have heard, expressing 

their thoughts and feelings. 
• Remember and sing entire songs. (Sing slowly, so 

children clearly hear the words and melody.)
• Listen with increased attention to sounds.

Specific Area
Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Development 
Matters 

Guidance

At Sunnyfields, children will:

• Use fabrics from the wicker basket to create their 
own costume.

• Create their own movements in time to a piece of 
music.

• Sing a song on the stage using instruments.
• Use open-ended resources for their imaginative 

play.
• Begin to negotiate roles in play and sort out 

conflicts.
• Have a visit from an artist, musician or craft person 

to widen their ideas.
• Be introduced to the work of artists from across 

times and cultures - notice features of artists’ work -
colour, movement or line.

At Sunnyfields, children will:

• Be introduced to equipment to support observation 
and creativity 

• Be given additional resources to build on developing 
skills eg tape dispenser, string and hole- punch.

• Have opportunities to recognise and experiment 
how sounds are made eg sticks on railings, 
performing on the stage using a variety of 
instruments.

• See role play and drama as a story telling medium 
being modelled by adults such as making masks for 
acting out The Three Little Pigs.

• Use a variety of materials in role play such as pine 
cones for cooking.

At Sunnyfields, children will:

• Use their ideas to create (adults to model the 
process) using a variety of media and materials such 
as junk modelling to trap a mischievous book 
character - glue and masking tape for sticking pieces 
of scrap materials onto old cardboard boxes, 
paperclips and fasteners. 

• Be given creative stimulus to arouse interest and 
support their drawing eg sun flowers.

• Be asked open-ended questions whilst they are 
engaged in building or constructing creations and 
how problems may or have been overcome.

• Have adults spend sustained time alongside them, 
encouraging development of ideas.



• Develop understanding that stories can be made up and are not always 
in a book through adults verbally telling a story.

• Use technology to record and replay their ideas by using the 
microphones or sound cards.

• Have opportunities to experience listening and responding to varying 
types of music  eg Bangla, classical, respond to music with scarves, claves. 
(Music specialist)

• Develop awareness of beat, pitch and rhythm with the music specialist.
• Be encouraged to draw from their imagination and observation.
• Play, share and perform a wide variety of music and songs from different 

cultures and historical periods. 
• Be encouraged to use their singing voices as their ability to control them 

is developing. 
• Use songs with and without words/with one-syllable sounds such as ‘ba’. 

(Adults to be aware of their own pitch (high/low). Children’s voices are 
higher than adult voices. When supporting children to develop their 
singing voice use a limited pitch range. For example, ‘Rain rain’ uses a 
smaller pitch (high/low) range than many traditional nursery rhymes.)

• Be encouraged to clap or tap to the pulse of songs or music. 
• Play a wide range of different instruments, from a range of cultures. 
• Experiment with different ways of playing instruments - record children’s 

pieces, play the pieces back to them and include them in your repertoire 
of music played in the setting. 

• Be encouraged to find creative 
solutions to problems eg change usual 
tools, rescue an animal, bridge 
designs.

• Explore colour and shape to make 
artwork with a practical purpose.

• Have the opportunity to watch a 
theatre outreach performance.

• Begin to develop an understanding of 
scale - long strips of wallpaper , child 
size boxes, different surfaces to work 
on e.g., paving, floor, tabletop or 
easel.

• Explore colour mixing – how does 
blue become green?

• Play a range of active listening 
activities e.g. sound-matching games, 
painting/drawing to music.

By the end of Nursery at Sunnyfields, we hope our children develop confidence and enjoyment in expressing themselves creatively. They will explore a range of media and materials, 
experimenting with colour, texture and shape to create freely. Through sensory play, painting, drawing and building, they will begin to represent their ideas with growing independence.
Children will engage in imaginative play, music and movement, using their voices, instruments and bodies to explore sounds, rhythms and actions. They will enjoy singing songs, dancing, 
and role-playing familiar experiences, developing early storytelling skills. Inspired by their surroundings and stories, they will begin to express emotions and ideas through creative activities.

What we hope children 
will achieve by the end of 

Nursery, and how it 
prepares them for 

Reception


